Celia Smith
Professor John Lawson 
Study of Language 
[bookmark: _GoBack]19 April 2017
Gender Differences Within Speech
	Gender differences is still a relevant and controversial topic in today’s society. It will also be viewed through a feminist lens when examining these differences to understand why woman and men might be so different. In examining the differences in how men and women communicate there are many categories including gendered words, gendered structures, gendered speech and same-gender talk. Although there is a biological division between male and female there are things about social roles as men and women that don’t deal with biology. Yule says that it is the sense of social gender, in learning how to become a “boy” or a “girl,” that we inherit a gendered culture. In become a social gender becoming familiar with gendered language is needed. 
	The first category is gendered words, which in some languages other than English, men and women use different words for the same item. In the Language and Culture chapter of Yule’s text he uses the example of Sidamo men saying ado for “milk” and women saying gurda. In the United States, more specifically the English language, we don’t have words that are spoken by men separately from women. We do, however, have different words we use when talking about men and women “Which seem to imply that the words for men are ‘normal’ and the words for women are “special additions” (Yule 278). For example, the words policeman, actor, and hero are all “normal” words used in everyday speech. When talking about a woman in these roles, however, they change to police woman, actress, and heroine. In contemporary society where gender roles seem to be less prominent, blurring or even reversing in some cases, the words have started including both genders. For example, police officers, human kind instead of mankind and flight attendant instead of stewardess. Although, thinking back to when out with friends, most verbal words are geared towards man verses to both gendered words being used when writing. 
	The second grouping is gendered structures, the difference in higher versus lower-prestige and the use of double negatives. When talking women are more likely to use higher- prestige words while men tend to use lower class speech such as I saw it verses I seen it. Men are also more likely to use double negatives then women are, for example you’re not wrong. Yule explains this phenomenon by stating it’s a difference in “women’s socialization to be more careful, to be aware of social status, and to be more sensitive to how others may judge them” (279). As a woman, this explanation is right but caused by our patriarchal society. The fact that when American society became a patriarchy women were seen as “other” and in a different social class has left a lasting mark on us as “the opposite sex”. 
	Gendered speech, the nest category when looking at the differences in gender within speech, mainly deals with the pitch and the if tag questions are used. Pitch is used to describe the vibration in the vocal folds, with slower vibrations making the noise lower and rapid vibrations making it higher. Yule tells us that “Although ‘normal speaking’ takes place with substantial overlap in the pitch ranges of men and woman, there is a tendency to exaggerate the differences in many contexts in order to sound more ‘like a man’ or more ‘like a woman’” (279).  This exaggeration of the pitches is also an example of society stratifying men and women into separate groups. No man wants to be told that he has a high-pitched voice and likewise goes for a woman with a low-pitched voice; men don’t want to lose their masculinity as women don’t want to lose their femininity. This separation also implies a negative connotation to “like a woman/girl.”
	Along the same lines of pitch, women also use more rising and falling intonation in their speech, hedge words, and tag questions. Women in general use a lot more hedge word like sort of and kind of and tag questions, short questions consisting of an axillary, as in don’t you? and isn’t it. Yule explains that these are usually used by a woman expressing opinion. This goes back to the category gender structures in which women are sensitive to how people will judge them. As a woman, I am always self-conscious of being wrong, even in a progressive contemporary society like America. Although woman are “equal” on paper we still use language that places us in an inferior role. 
	Same-gender talk is important to note when talking about the separation of men and women through speech. When we are little, age five normally, we start preferring to talk in groups of the same sex, or more likely girls are being excluded from the boy groups. The boy group tends to be much larger and they talk and partake in competitive activities and maintain hierarchal relationships within. Yule uses the example of a boy saying “I’m Spiderman and you have to follow me,” whereas girls tend to have smaller groups and have co-operative relationships and exchange roles like “You can be the doctor and I’ll be ill”. Thinking about this, there is no wonder men and women have so many differences in the way we speak and approach others for interaction. It’s almost as if men and women grow up in a different culture with different customs. 
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